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Join us.
Your Membership
helps support your
community and our
programs.

Please see inside
or visit our website
to renew your
2025 membership.
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Hello, Neighbours!
As another year draws to a close and winter settles in, we’re delighted to share the latest edition of the 
North Rosedale Residents’ Association newsletter — filled with updates, community highlights, and a look 
at some of the exciting projects shaping our neighbourhood.

This season, we celebrate the incredible efforts of our local volunteers and community partners who continue to make North Rosedale such a 
special place to live. From the dedicated Toronto Nature Stewards who’ve completed their fifth year of ecological care at Roxborough 
Parkette, to the Midtown Ravines Group’s progress on the Vale of Avoca Master Plan, the commitment to preserving and restoring our 
ravines has never been stronger.

We’re also keeping a close eye on the City’s major initiatives — including the Neighbourhood Retail and Services (NRS) proposal and 
ongoing construction projects like the Governor’s Road Bridge rehabilitation and Mud Creek restoration. Our role, along with fellow 
residents’ associations across midtown, is to ensure that community voices continue to be heard in these important conversations.
Be sure to explore this issue’s new features — a fascinating heritage spotlight on Douglas Drive, Sue Howe’s latest “Listening to the Leaves” 
tree feature, and our ongoing efforts to enhance community safety and connection through the Rosedale Digital Neighbourhood Watch.

As we head into 2026, we’re reminded how much we can achieve when we work together — whether it’s protecting our shared green spaces, 
advocating for thoughtful city planning, or simply lending a hand to a neighbour.

Thank you for your continued support of the NRRA and for being part of a community that values both its history and its future.
Wishing you and your families a warm, peaceful, and happy holiday season.

Kathy Falconi & Catherine Morton 

Co-Presidents, North Rosedale Residents’ Association

The Rosedale Digital Neighborhood Watch group has been up and running since October 2019 and they have extended an invitation to all 
North Rosedale residents to join. Some of you are already signed up, but for those of you who have not here are some more details.  

The Rosedale Neighbourhood Watch comes in an email format (via Google Groups) and it has become an efficient way to stay informed 
about crime and safety in Rosedale while working in partnership with many 
communities in Toronto and 53 Police Division to stay connected and vigilant. It is 
a one-way online tool to advise on neighbourhood security, local criminal incidents 
or suspected criminal activity, and crime prevention measures.

Over 225 residences have already registered for this great safety initiative. To join 
the group, please send your email address and street address to: rosedaletorontow-
atch@gmail.com (along with any email addresses of interested household or family 
members who would like to be added). Your email address will be kept private and 
not displayed to the group. Once added, you’ll receive timely news of suspicious 
activity and crime incidents in our neighbourhood.  

If you become aware of any suspicious or criminal activity (no matter how small), please advise the group immediately by emailing rosedale-
torontowatch@gmail.com.  Pictures and videos are encouraged along with descriptions of any suspicious persons. Note down any details, 
height, colour of clothing, or make, model, colour, and license number of any strange vehicles.    

Be Safe, Be Aware And Communicate! 

Janice Lo, Co-President SRRA

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T S

Working
Together

South & North Rosedale Teaming Up for
More Safety & Security Information Sharing 
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  C O U N C I L L O R  D I A N N E  S A X E  

Hello Neighbours,

As the weather gets cooler, our Ward has seen a flurry of activity! From 
construction and infrastructure improvements, accompanied by a frenzy of 
community spirit through local events and fundraising, the dynamism and 
challenges which make my work as your councillor so rewarding are on full 
display this season.

After years of delays, the Ramsden Park Community Recreation Centre is now moving forward, with completion expected in 2028. I’ve 
been working hard to make sure that this happens, and couldn’t be more thrilled that this new facility will soon become a vibrant, 
accessible and net-zero hub for the community. Located by Ramsden Park to the north and Budd Sugarman Park to the east, the 
community centre will include a 25-metre lane pool, a leisure pool, a gymnasium with a running track, and multi-use activity spaces.

I’ve also placed quite a lot of effort into renewing the trails in and around our Yonge Street and the northern part of our Ward, working 
with our city and private fundraisers to improve the Vale of Avoca. Furthermore, I’ve opened up new funding to rebuild the Rosedale Valley 
Multiuse Trail.

Our City’s great challenges remain liveability and safety, and I’ve been working hard to make our services faster and safer. Infrastructure 
repairs are necessary, but there has been an unsettling trend of construction taking far longer than necessary and causing great hindrance 
for residents, as evidenced by the construction near Harbord/Hoskins over the summer. I’ve worked to improve accountability in this 
regard by requiring staff to acknowledge what went wrong and to listen to the painful stories of affected residents and businesses.

311 is the best way to report a problem with city services. University Rosedale is always one of the busiest wards for 311 requests. While a 
growing number use 311’s convenient web, email and mobile channels, most people still phone, with the average call now answered in 50 
seconds. Due in part to my extensive lobbying, 311 service is improving in other ways too, e.g. 311 can now accept park requests, and a new 
dashboard shows how fast requests are dealt with. On their way: quicker intakes and live tracking of what gets fixed.

What are your favourite holiday events in Rosedale? Write to my office at Councillor_Saxe@toronto.ca and let me know! Be sure to sign up 
for my newsletter at https://diannesaxe.ca/newsletters/ for the latest updates.

Wishing you all a happy and festive season!

Many of us have noticed planes or helicopters flying quite low over our neighbourhood lately, and some residents have shared concerns about the 
noise and how often it’s happening. The Board looked into this issue to see what could be done and where these matters should be directed.

Here’s what we learned:

• General flight paths and air traffic (for example, the number of planes flying 
over or their usual routes) are managed by NAV CANADA, the national 
organization responsible for air navigation. If your concern is about general air 
traffic patterns, they are the best people to contact.

• Complaints about specific aircraft — such as a plane or helicopter that seems 
unusually low or loud — need to include the registration number (the code 
found on the underside of the aircraft). Without that number, it’s difficult for 
authorities to identify the flight involved.

Once a report is submitted, it’s passed on to the appropriate department for 
review. They investigate cases in the order they’re received and will only reach 
out if more information is needed. 

Unfortunately, there’s no set timeline for follow-up, and updates aren’t typically provided for privacy reasons.

If you’re noticing recurring issues, we recommend keeping a simple log — jot down the date, time, and any identifying details you can see (like 
the registration number). That record will be helpful if you’re contacted later for more details.

We appreciate everyone’s patience and understanding as these concerns are handled through the proper channels.

For more information or to share feedback about flight routes, please reach out directly to NAV CANADA.

C O T R A  S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S
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Diane Saxe

City Councillor for University-Rosedale

B U I L D I N G  T H E  F U T U R E :

What Toronto’s New Housing Rules Mean
for North Rosedale 

This fall, the newly formed Coalition of Toronto Residents’ Associations (COTRA) — of which the NRRA is a member — surveyed residents 
across the city about the City of Toronto’s proposed Neighbourhood Retail and Services (NRS) by-law changes. The proposal would permit 

retail and service businesses to open within residential neighbourhoods without prior notice, rezoning, or consultation — the most 
significant change to residential zoning in over 70 years.

In just two weeks, over 3,400 residents responded, with a clear message: Toronto residents do not support the proposal as it stands.

Key findings included:

Despite this strong feedback, the City’s revised draft released in October included only minor changes.
COTRA has now called on residents’ associations and councillors to vote “No” or push for amendments when the proposal

goes before the Planning and Housing Committee on October 30.
The NRRA will continue to monitor this issue closely and keep members informed as it moves through Council.

For more details, visit cotra.ca or contact us at info1@northrosedale.ca.

Governor’s Road
Bridge Rehabilitation
Starting August 2025, the City of Toronto began rehabilitation work on the Governor’s Road 
Bridge over Moore Park Ravine. This project, part of the City’s 2025 Capital Works Program, 
will keep the bridge safe and extend its lifespan. Work is expected to continue until March 2026.
The project includes repairs to sidewalks, parapet walls, bridge deck, piers, and abutments, 
along with new asphalt, waterproofing, and streetlighting.

Traffic impacts:
Stage 1 (Aug–Oct 2025):

Bridge open but limited to one lane during certain hours.

Stage 2:

Full closure to non-emergency vehicles, with temporary lifting of turn restrictions at    
Nesbitt & Bayview (the City has not posted dates as of printing).

Stage 3:

Return to single-lane traffic during limited hours
(the City has not posted dates as of printing).

At least one sidewalk will remain open, and emergency access will be maintained at all times. 
Residents should expect noise, dust, and other minor inconveniences during working hours 
(Mon–Fri 7 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat 9 a.m.–5 p.m.).

For more information, contact Field Ambassador Maria Lippa at 289-800-3695 or visit 
toronto.ca/University-Rosedale.

C O N S T R U C T I O N
N O T I C E Low-Flying Planes and Helicopters:

What You Need to Know

oppose allowing 
businesses in 
residential areas 
without additional 
approval.

90%
of written 
comments raised 
concerns about 
the plan.

96%
said they would support 
limited commercial use 

along major streets — 
but only after proper 

community consultation.

57% Top issues cited:
potential loss of 
housing, noise, parking, 
traffic, and the absence 
of restrictions on 
higher-impact uses 
such as bars or 
cannabis shops.

Volume 23, Issue 1 Fall | Winter 2025
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Tucked quietly between Chorley Park and Glen Road, Douglas 
Drive offers more than leafy views and charming architecture — 
it’s a living record of North Rosedale’s evolution from pastoral 
farmland to one of Toronto’s 
most distinctive neighbourhoods.

In the early 1900s, the area that 
would become North Rosedale 
was part of the Toronto Land and 
Investment Company’s “garden 
suburb” vision — an early model 
of urban planning that balanced 
green space, design harmony, and 
community living. Douglas Drive, 
first laid out around 1912, became 
one of the first streets to 
showcase this ideal. Its broad 
lots, generous setbacks, and 
mature trees were intentionally 
designed to create a sense of calm 
and continuity within the 
growing city.

Between 1913 and 1930, the street filled with homes that reflected the 
best of early 20th-century architecture — Georgian Revival, Arts and 
Crafts, and Tudor Revival styles. Many were built by master builders or 

Volume 23, Issue 1 Fall | Winter 2025N O R T H  R O S E D A L E  H E R I T A G E  D I S T R I C T

H I S T O R Y  O N  O U R  D O O R S T E P

The Hidden Heritage of Douglas Drive

Did You Know?

designed by noted Toronto architects such as Eden Smith & Sons, 
known for their craftsmanship and use of natural materials. The result 
is a streetscape that still feels cohesive, elegant, and timeless.

But Douglas Drive’s heritage isn’t 
just architectural — it’s personal. 
Over the decades, it has been home 
to artists, educators, business 
leaders, and community volunteers 
who helped shape North Rosedale’s 
civic and cultural life. Generations 
have watched children play under 
its tree canopy, neighbours gather 
for block parties, and gardens 
change with the seasons — all 
adding layers to its living history.

Today, the street’s beauty endures 
not because it resists change, but 
because residents have taken care 
to honour its character while 
allowing it to evolve. Thoughtful 
restorations, sensitive additions, 

and renewed attention to heritage conservation have helped Douglas 
Drive remain a model of what makes North Rosedale so special: a 
neighbourhood that grows, yet never forgets its roots.

Exterior of 101 Douglas Drive (c. 1929). Source: ACO Toronto / TOBuilt.

DOUGLAS DRIVE AT  A  GLANCE

Original Layout: circa 1912, as part of North Rosedale’s second phase of development.

Earliest Homes Built:

1913–1916, mostly 
Georgian and Arts & 

Crafts styles.

Street Design:

Wide setbacks and 
generous boulevards 

were required by early 
subdivision bylaws to 
preserve green space.

Architectural Note:

Several homes show the 
influence of Eden 

Smith, who designed 
nearby houses in Moore 

Park and Rosedale.

Cultural Trivia:

Early residents includ-
ed educators and artists 

who contributed to 
Toronto’s growing arts 

community in the 
1920s.

📍 

🏠 🌳 👷 🎨
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A Major Step Forward for the Vale of Avoca

In June, City Council agreed to fund a master plan for the Vale of Avoca ravine – a critical step towards the stabilization and restoration of this 
exceptional green space. The Council action was sponsored 
by Councillors Saxe and Matlow, with support from Mayor 
Chow, and builds on efforts by the MRG’s longstanding 
efforts to realize a vision for the ravine as accessible green 
space for Toronto’s growing midtown population.  
Despite the clear undertakings of Toronto’s 2017 Ravine 
Strategy, recent efforts to address erosion and degradation 
of the Avoca ravine have been fragmented and inadequate. 
The new master plan aims to change that.  
A key focus of the plan will be stabilizing the ravines slopes 
and channels, which continue to deteriorate due to storm 
flows and extreme weather events. This stabilization will 
provide the foundation for rebuilding the trail system 
routes, access points and other park amenities, which are 
also in poor condition. The ravine’s ecological restoration 
will be a continuing project that builds on the investment in channel and slope stabilization.
The City is now preparing a Request for Proposal to select a project consortium with expertise in watercourse and slope engineering, landscape 
architecture, and park design. Work on the plan is expected to proceed through 2026. Actual implementation will likely take place in stages following 
finalization of the ravine master plan (including opportunities for public review and comment).
The MRG is collaborating closely with the City’s project team to raise awareness and encourage community engagement. It is also working to attract 
private sector support – a critical element for progress, given the many competing demands on the City’s limited budget.

NRRA members can visit the newly launched Vale of Avoca project website for background information, updates, and key 
developments. The MRG has also begun hosting guided ravine walks, showcasing the ravine’s unique features and highlighting the 
challenges that will be addressed through the master planning process.  
For questions or to get involved, please contact the MRG at info@valeofavoca.ca.

TNS completes a fifth season of stewardship
at Roxborough Parkette

Congratulations to the dedicated team of Toronto Nature 
Stewards (TNS) volunteers who have completed their fifth year of 
ecological stewardship at Roxborough Parkette. This is part of a 
program that operates at over 50 sites, run by TNS in cooperation 
with the City of Toronto’s Environment, Climate & Forestry Division.

From May through November, volunteers gathered weekly for a few hours to 
remove invasive plant species such as dog-strangling vine, common buckthorn, 
creeping bellflower, and knotweed.  Their ongoing efforts have helped restore 
balance to the parkette’s diverse habitats –including woodland, meadow, and 
wetland zone– by planting native species well-suited to each area. 

The season wrapped up in October with a community planting session aimed
at further enhancing Roxborough’s biodiversity for the coming years. The team
was delighted to welcome Councillor Dianne Saxe, who joined the event to share 
words of encouragement and to acknowledge the vital role of volunteer stewardship in sustaining the health of Toronto’s ravine and park systems.

Anyone interested in volunteer stewardship for the 2026 season is encouraged to visit the TNS website torontonaturestewards.org for more info.

Anyone walking to the Brick Works via the Chorley Park Switchback will have noticed 
the major construction activity underway in the Mud Creek ravine, along with related 
trail closures to accommodate site access for the construction team. This work is part 
of the Mud Creek Inlet Restoration Project.
This project will restore the inlet from Mud Creek into the Brick Works wetlands 
complex, the site of the embankment failure during the severe July 2024 storm that 
caused extensive flooding at the Brick Works.  
The current phase of work will install a new, upgraded inlet to replace the emergency 
repair completed in 2024. Additional components include a vegetated spillway to 
manage high water flows, a stabilized slope, and the creation of a turtle nesting habitat 
using sediment from the flood event. The project is expected to be completed by 
February 2026, with further enhancements planned thereafter.
Ensuring that Toronto’s ravines remain robust and resilient amid increasingly frequent 
and severe weather events is one of the city’s defining environmental challenges.
The recent channel failures in both Mud Creek and Yellow Creek highlight the potential 
to underestimate the stress arising from storm flows on our ravine water courses.

For more information including project 
updates and timeline, please use this link for 
the City’s Mud Creek Project Website.
 

The Ohio Buckeye Chestnut Tree 
A close relative of the Horse Chestnut, the Ohio Buckeye stands out with 
its thinner, more pointed leaves and fruit covered in shorter prickles — 
each holding just one glossy nut. Come autumn, its foliage blazes in 
brilliant shades of gold and orange, making it a true showstopper in any 
landscape. Fittingly, it’s also celebrated as the official state tree of Ohio.

No tree says “Canada” quite like the majestic maple — and this fall, their 
dazzling colours have reminded us why. Chorley Park is home to four distinct 
varieties: the Sugar Maple, Red Maple, Silver Maple, and Norway Maple, 
each adding its own charm to the landscape.
The Norway Maple is a towering shade tree, known for its broad, pointed 
leaves and milky sap — a telltale sign if you snap the stem. Though beautiful, 
it’s so vigorous it often outcompetes other maples for sunlight.
The Sugar Maple, our national treasure and source of the best maple syrup, 
boasts smooth-edged leaves and brilliant fall hues from yellow to deep red.
The Red Maple stands out with its serrated, three-lobed leaves and striking 
red stems, while the Silver Maple grows quickly, offering shimmering foliage 
that’s green on top and silvery beneath.

Listening to the Leaves
By Sue Howe, NRRA Board Member

Mud Creek Restoration Underway

P A R K S  &  R A V I N E S  U P D A T E

As the seasons shift and the air turns crisp,
our North Rosedale canopy once again takes center stage —

a living masterpiece painted in shades of gold, amber, and 
green. In this edition of “Do You Know �is About Our Local 

Trees?” we continue our celebration of the remarkable trees 
that make our neighbourhood so special.

A special thank-you to John Oysten and Stephen Smith from 
Urban Forest Associates, who continue to share their time 

and expertise as they explore Chorley Park with us.
Their keen eyes reveal the quiet wonders we might otherwise 

miss — each trunk and leaf a reminder of how deeply
nature roots itself in our daily lives.

Next time you wander through Chorley, pause beneath the 
branches, look up, and listen. You might just hear the whisper 

of the stories these trees have been telling for generations.

The Maple Trees of Chorley Park

Yellow Creek erosion at a former mill site below Inglewood Drive.
[Photo: Tom Connell]

�e Vale of Avoca and
Other Midtown Ravines

�e NRRA is one of ten local residents’ associations that form the members of the Midtown Ravines Group (MRG),
which was established in 2017 to support the conservation and restoration of ecosystems and parklands of the midtown ravine network.

Stewardship volunteers including Councillor Saxe
at the Roxborough Parkette planting session in October.  

Work underway at the washed-out inlet from Mud Creek
into the Brick Works wetlands.  [Photo: Tom Connell]

Rendering of completed inlet restoration project.
[Photo: City of Toronto website]

Curious about a tree?

If you’re ever unsure which maple you’re admiring, the City of Toronto has made it easy — visit map.toronto.ca/torontomaps and use 
the Feature Filter to search for “Street Tree.” Zoom in, click a tree marker, and discover its identity right on the map.
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F U N  F O R  T H E  K I D S

For busy parents, having quality programs close to home is a gift. The Centre 
proudly partners with local organizations to offer creative, active, and 
confidence-building experiences for children after school and on weekends.
• Cooking – Rooks to Cooks with 
hands-on culinary workshops that 
teach kids kitchen skills, creativity, 
and confidence
• Sports – Rugby Tots introduces 
young athletes to movement, 
teamwork and the basics of rugby. 
• Art – The Artful Child’s redesigned 
studio encourages imagination 
through engaging, tactile art 
experiences. 
• Dance – Harmony School of Dance 
blends ballet technique, posture, and 
musicality for joyful self-expression. 
• Martial Arts – Yeow Taekwondo 
promotes strength, focus, and 
discipline through balance and 
self-defence. 
• Leadership – Girl Guides (Embers) 
inspires imagination, outdoor exploration, and community service. 
• Yoga – New for January 2026: Baby Yoga and Family Yoga sessions led by a 
certified instructor.

T E E N S  T H A T  G I V E  B A C K

Encouraging youth engagement can be tough — but giving back makes it 
meaningful. On the third Sunday of every month at 12pm, teens and 
families gather to make sandwiches for the Out of the Cold program 
at St. Luke’s United Church. It’s a small act of kindness that earns 
community-service hours and builds awareness and empathy.

L E A R N I N G ,  M O V I N G  &  C O N N E C T I N G :
A D U L T  A N D  S E N I O R S

Whether you’re looking to stay active, meet new people, or find a 
peaceful moment, The Rosedale Centre offers a range of programs 
that nurture the body and mind. 
• Tai Chi – Gentle, flowing movements that improve balance, 
strength, and focus while promoting mindfulness and calm. 
• Online Chair Yoga – Low-impact stretching and relaxation from 
the comfort of home. 
• Senior’s Movement & Mobility – Light exercise to live piano 
music designed to help with balance and to keep joints flexible and 
muscles strong. 
• Book Club – Monthly discussions that spark ideas, laughter, and friendship. 
• Walkers & Talkers – Neighbourhood strolls combining exercise, 
conversation, and fresh air. 
• AA Meetings – A safe, confidential and welcoming space for recovery and 
peer support. 

• Seasonal & Monthly Retreats – Guided sessions using poetry, 
art, and nature for rest and renewal. 

• Book Room – Cozy drop-in spot to purchase a book from our 
pre-loved collection.  

• Art Gallery – Stop in to view the latest work from local artists.

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R :
M U S I C ,  M A G I C  &  M O M E N T S  T O G E T H E R

There’s no better way to connect with neighbours than through 
shared experiences. Join us for these upcoming celebrations of 
music, art and togetherness. From carols and candlelight to an 
intimate concert with two of Canada’s favourite artists, the year 
ahead promises music and connection close to home.
Christmas Carol Concert and Sing-Along
Tuesday, December 9, 2025
Join the Metropolitan Silver Band (a 25+-piece brass band), Music 
Director, Dr. Sarah Svendsen on the pipe organ, and the Church 
Choir for the festive evening of favourites – from Frosty the 
Snowman to Joy to the World. Wear your most festive attire (fun, 
ugly Christmas sweaters encouraged!) and bring family, friends, and 
holiday cheer.
Christmas Eve at Rosedale
Wednesday, December 24, 2025
• 5 p.m. Family Service – Celebrate with a Children’s Nativity 
Pageant and Choir. Rehearsals run Nov. 16 - Dec. 21 (Sundays 12-1 
p.m.) for those who wish to participate. 
• 11 p.m. Candlelit Service – A serene, music-filled celebration to 
welcome Christmas Day.

An Evening with
Amy Sky & Marc Jordan
Friday, April 24, 2026
Beloved local artists and 
Juno-nominated performers Amy Sky 
and Marc Jordan present an intimate 
evening of music, stories, and art — 
featuring songs from He Sang, She Sang 
and an exhibit of Marc’s Flatmuzik 
paintings. Limited VIP seating and 
pre-show reception tickets will be 
available. Mark your calendars early!

A  S P A C E  T H A T  
R E F L E C T S  O U R  
C O M M U N I T Y

The Rosedale Centre continues to grow 
as a welcoming, inclusive space that embodies the spirit of Rosedale 
— vibrant, creative, and connected.  
Visit us at www.rosedalecentre.org for full program details.  
Interested in helping shape new programs? Contact Laurie Lyle at 
416-924-0725 ext. 105.

Stroll past 159 Roxborough Drive and you’ll find more than a historic church — 
you’ll discover a vibrant community hub. At The Rosedale Centre, the secular arm 
of Rosedale United Church, we’re expanding our programs and events for all ages. 
Our goal: to create more opportunities for Rosedale residents to connect, learn, 
and grow together – through arts, music and wellness.

S O M E T H I N G  N E W  J U S T  A R O U N D  T H E  C O R N E R Volume 23, Issue 1 Fall | Winter 2025
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Gastrointestinal (GI) upset is probably one of the most common things 
for which our patients present.  Vomiting and diarrhea can happen for a 
wide variety of reasons.  Most typically either the pet has eaten 
something they shouldn’t have, or they’ve picked up a parasite or virus 
that are causing symptoms.  GI upset can range from mild symptoms to 
severe and commonly pet parents ask when they should be truly worried. 

For many patients with mild diarrhea of short duration you can wait this out so long as there are no other symptoms.  Visit your vet office for 
some bland food and perhaps some over the counter probiotics. Most of our patients will right themselves within a few days.  However, if the 
diarrhea is persisting, or if it ever looks very bloody, like strawberry jam, these are times you should visit the veterinarian. 
For vomiting however, things are a bit different.  If your dog vomits once, but still has good energy, and keeps food down later in the day without 
issue you may not need to come in.  However, if the vomiting is frequent, your pet seems very lethargic or is unable to keep water down, then you 
should book a visit.  If your pet is retching and unable to vomit, or seems bloated in the abdomen, this could be an emergency and you should 
seek attention immediately. 
The vast majority of our GI upset patients will typically respond to symptomatic treatment which can sometimes include diet change, 
pre/probiotics and potentially injectable medication to stop vomiting if appropriate.  In some instances, where the patient is more lethargic, 
painful in the abdomen or when symptoms are lasting more than a few days, blood work or imaging (like x-rays or ultrasound) may be warranted.  
If you’re worried about your pet, contact your veterinary office and let them know what symptoms they’re experiencing. They will be able to tell 
you if things can be monitored, or if you should be seen more urgently.   

V E T ’ S  C O R N E R  -  R O S E D A L E  -  M O O R E  P A R K  V E T E R I N A R Y  C L I N I C

C O M M U N I T Y  S P O T L I G H T

A “Third Place” to Create, Connect, & Belong
In a world dominated by screens and packed schedules, two Rosedale moms are offering something refreshingly 
different. Creative Class Studio, founded by Rana Florida and Amanda Elliott, is a vibrant, art-filled space 
designed to give kids — and the community — a much-needed “third place” to gather, explore, and reconnect.

The idea of a third place — a concept championed by Harvard sociologist Robert Putnam — describes those 
essential spaces outside of home and school where 
people come together, form relationships, and 
build a sense of community. Creative Class Studio 
offers a joyful, screen-free environment where 
children can create, collaborate, and connect with 
one another face-to-face.

“We wanted to build a space where kids could 
slow down and just be kids again,” says Florida. 
 
Rooted in Creativity, Curiosity, and Community
Located at 396 Summerhill Avenue, Creative 
Class Studio is inspired by Montessori, Waldorf, 
and Reggio Emilia philosophies. Sessions highlight 
artists or themes — from butterfly mosaics 
inspired by Damien Hirst to cosmic donuts in the 
spirit of Kenny Scharf — encouraging creativity, 
collaboration, and confidence.

“This studio is our way of creating a space that 
supports that — a safe, imaginative place where 
they can grow, explore, and be part of something 
together” says Elliott.

 Built by Two Rosedale Moms with World-Class Expertise

Florida, a former Disney executive and arts leader, and Elliott, a principal architect and board member at the Whitney Child Centre, combined 
their personal experiences and professional expertise to bring this project to life. 
 More Than a Studio 

Creative Class Studio is also a flexible community space — and its future depends on community support. The studio is available to rent for private 
events, from birthday parties and girls’ nights to intimate dinners, creative salons, workshops, corporate gatherings, and even poker nights. The 
bright, art-filled space and communal tables make it a truly unique setting for memorable events.
“Kids — and adults — need places like this more than ever,” says Florida. “To keep it alive, we need people to use it, share it, and support it.”

Visit the studio at 396 Summerhill Avenue, follow @CreativeClassStudio or email info@creativeclassstudio.com.

When to Worry About
Vomiting and Diarrhea
in Pets

Volume 23, Issue 1 Fall | Winter 2025

Dr. Hillary Butler, DMV
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Tyler Press

Community Engagement/Safety & Traffic 

CONTRIBUTING PAST BOARD MEMBERS

Thom Antonio

Newsletter - Creative Director

Norm Mierins

NRRA Lead contact for FoNTRA

Alexandra Jenkins

Newsletter/Heritage & Development  

 

You are welcome to contact any
member of the NRRA by emailing us at 
info1@northrosedale.ca Your email will be 
directed to the appropriate person to respond.

The NRRA would like to recognize and extend 
our gratitude and thanks to Thom Antonio at 
Stetchwork for his  unwavering commitment 
& talent as the creative force & direction 
of this NRRA Newsletters, Alex Jenkins for all 
her on-going dedication to the NRRA 
Newsletter Ad Revenue & Article editing and, 
Norm Mierins as the Lead for NRRA with 
FoNTRA.
 

Founded in 1929, the NRRA is one of Ontario’s oldest — and most active — resident associations.
We’re a small-but-mighty volunteer board working on your behalf to keep North Rosedale vibrant, 
connected, and heard.

What your membership makes possible:

Together, we can create a more vibrant and thriving community!

Membership Options

How to join or renew (it’s easy!)

Interac e-Transfer: send to payments@northrosedale.ca

By Cheque: payable to “The North Rosedale Residents’ Association”
Mail to:
Kathy Falconi, NRRA Treasurer
60 Douglas Drive
Toronto, Ontario, M4W 2B3

For details and updates, visit www.northrosedale.ca.
Have feedback or questions? We’d love to hear from you at info1@northrosedale.ca.

Why Join the North Rosedale Residents’ Association?

Your membership strengthens our collective voice on city 
issues—helping influence municipal decisions and ensuring 
North Rosedale’s concerns are on the agenda.

From park clean-ups to neighbourhood gatherings, 
membership supports the events and initiatives that 
bring neighbours together and build lasting connections.

We champion the history, character, and unique spirit 
of North Rosedale—protecting what makes our 
neighbourhood special for generations to come.

Amplify Your Voice

1

2

3

Strengthen Our Community

Preserve Our Heritage

$50 $140
for a one-year membership for a three-year membership

(save $10)



Stay Connected.
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Join us.
Your Membership
helps support your
community and our
programs.

Please see inside
or visit our website
to renew your
2025 membership.
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